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Skip the islands this year and journey to the tip of

the Baja Peninsula, to the Mexican paradise of Los Cabos

A few decades ago, Cabo San Licas was little more than a sleapy fishing village
known for some of the best sport fi'shinl:; in the world, But singe then, the warld
has discovened this paradise wedged on a shimmering strip of sand and rocks be-
tween orean and desert at the tip of the Baja Peninsula. Ubersluaury resorts have
sprung up In Lox Cabos {the capest—espedally along “the Comidor” the 20-
rmile slban of shorefine that links the “fiesta® town of San Lucas with the other
Caba, San Jose del Cabe, & “siesta” town overloaking the Sea of Corlés. The past
five years have seen an almost Dubal-like building trenzy of infinity edge pools,
manicised golf courses, raucous nightolubs, gourmaet restsurants and oceanfront
spas—areating a plavground for Holbwood glitterat! and snowbirds alike.

el it's no wonder that famous scene of Armageddon in the onginal Sanes
of the Apas, whers Charlton Heston curses humanity undor the shadow of the
bursad Statue of Liberty, was filmed on a beach just minutes from the heart of
downtown Cabo San Lucas, Becauss aven in this boomtown its still possible
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o find utter isalaticn—along with
peace, trangquility and relaxation
When we touched down al Los
Cabos recently, we distovered the
advantage 1o the rush of dewelop-
ment: complate and total luxuesy, We
checked in at the Matguis Los Cabios,
a sprawling adobe-colored palace of
acean-view suites and casitas entered
Vid A SWeeping open-aim  archway
overooking the ocean. Thanks to
the troubded LS. ecanomy and loads
af last-minute cancellations, we had
the camplex of cunang infinity-edge
poots nearly to aurselves. Dur mor-
ing alarm clock was the sunrise over
crashing ocean waves—and we wioke
each moming to find & breakiast
ot hot coffee, frosh bread and fruit
tuckad mte a cubby by the doos
Los-Cabos has no dearth of luxe
accommedations, but what makes
this place truly unigue might be the
wildlife. The beaches atomg the cos-
ndor are all but unsewarmmable thanks
to flerce undertow. That leaves wa-
ter o unspoded that, fram lanuary
te March, yau can sit on your hotel
balcony and walch the gray whales—
whio come here each year to mate—
splash around  just offshore. Game
Fishy arg im seadon yearround here: n
Ianuary, its zea bass, black marlin and
yellowfin twna. And at Lands End,
the tip of the curving peoinsula that
hugs Cabo San Lucas” natural harbor,
il nowsy colony of sea lons bask on
the sea-smonthed mocks, unbothered
by the hoards of pelicans swooping
araund the natural stane arch that has
become Los Cabos' lconic landmark.,
There’s plenty w0 do here as well
Take & kayak (past lowerng cruise
ships and rowdy booze cruses) from
Cabo San Lucas to the secluded Low-
ers’ Beach, accessible only by boat,

FIELD GUIDE: LOS CABOS
LOGISTICS

WHEN TO GO High seasan Lasts Novermn
ber throasgh May, Stay away during cruslly
It sastmrmers and Septemlust hurrcanes
GETTING THERE: There ara no dinect
commimercidl fights fram Philadelphis o Los
Cabos; expect 8l least seven hours of travel
teme including 4 stopover when figing
commenially, The Loz Cabos international
Arport | open to prvate ps.
TRANSPORT: Rantal cars are the mast
atfordable option, as resorts ae alten s
cluded and spriad aomss a 20-mile stratch
betapen Towns. Avid, Nalional, Alamo and
others all have offices at the airport and

i lersvar. Or bure & driver ancd fjunde Treirm &
lugury finm Bee TransCabo franscabo.com)
oF Tedeantiar ranmarois o cinn)

STAY

MARQUIS LOS CABOS: The sx-year-
old resart an the Corridar alfers lusuriow
ocean-view wites with hydromassage
Iuhg Builgaf teiletises, Balcanies and somes
privite pools, plus an extendive spa, fitness
corier, actisatod andd gourmel dining on
site {From §4%95, marguishscabon covn.)
ESPERANZA: Luve palapie-like casita
and suites are adarmed with work by top
Febarwh i i lmits 1 Uik up-market paradise
wiilh Its top-rated spa and opeda-air mas-
sage roorms o the beach. Same rmooms
have plunge pools or infinity edge hot
Tubs; all have ocean views and [svish ame-
milies From $675, scpsranzaredont, oo, )

ONEEONLY PALMILLA: This storied
property, onoe 3 pravate hiven Tor the
son of a Maxican president, Is among the
resglon s finest, with ané of Low Cabos'
only swimmakbée beaches and mooms

that include 24-hour budler serece and
ocean-yiew terraces with plush daybeds
ahel telescopes lor whalewatchirg, fFrom
504, oneandonfpresorts.com)

LAS VEMNTANAS AL PARAISO: This
earfusive Moditertanean-siyse getaway
alfer, ks Il & "efirecior ol romarcs
senices,” outdoor cooling classes in an
aramatic herb gamden, and roomes willy
in-suite adobe fireplaces of private roaliop
bt bubs. From §725, swerdanas oom )

DINE

Ml COCINGA: Within the Casa Natalia
hedel, o charmirg, palmeshaed courtyand
pet off San lose's historic square haosts

an eleganl restaurant fun by Chal Lol
Tenowy, who senves up innevative Mexcan-
Caontinertal lusion tar, (tazamatatia.com).
ESPERAMNZA: Don't miss the dramaic
cliff-sele efiring, ihe tedings o mare than
100 types of teguila ar the standout co-
chie &l Thae Regtaiiant, whens (s mong
showcases fresh local fish and seafood,
fesparazansdart coml,

TEQUILA: O of 1het cadest line dining
restaurants m San lose, Tequila features
orgarmc produce from the owness fam,
plus Fresh seatood and Mexican-global
fusion fare. Theee's akso a wine collar and 4
clgar room, (tepuilaresimararmt com)



Rl A PerreCT MATCH
LEISURE :

GOLF: Don't mes the Cabo def Sal | T : | - SIE 8
davelppirmisl s 36 hialea: tha fenoatiegd
lack Wicklaus Dogan course (fermed
Mesico's Febble Beach), as walf as Tom
‘Wietskopls miame alfordable Deserl coome
(eabodeisal com), Micklaus sko designed
the 2T holas at Palmilla Golf Club, the
acciaimed faclity affilistad with Onedaly
{pawrunage covrrl. And a1 ol Real, thire's
Ihe Boberl Trenl fones || 1B-hole courss
fcaboreal.com)
SHOPPING: The amnly abicgapeng mall
15 Pueiia Paraksn in Gl San Lucas, For
silly souvenirs like Mexdan wrastlers'
maks, check out the llea market on the
pier in 5an Lucas, then seltle into senous
shopping af the stores arourid thee migin
sguare in San lose, where you can find
hand-crafted silver jeswelry, artisan
ceramics, st woven Blankets and mom
& buchdenfy gallsry oo alflers smpirisiahas
works by bocal artisty; stop by Casa Dahlia
Gallery and Tea Garden a1 Morefos and
Zaragoza streets for orgams: tea end coflee
im o charrming selling, Ae] Gnibsds his
IS CuRarEed, there's an authentic
miarkel area at Castro and Coronado
streets, for spices, chothing and
i Auvenirs
ADVENTURE: Kayak acmss San
Luktas” hiarbor to Lovers” Beach for
snorkeling, sea lion watching and the
biest v of the aech, o take an ATV tHp
it e cegert for ragapedling with Baja
‘Wild (hafawid com), And word i, 5usan
Sarandan fowved the Marguis Los Cabos'
Fax Canyon trip, with hiking, sssmrming
arvel your ovwen Hummes Tor off sroachng
Yo can also swim wath Pacilic botilenoss
dodphing at Cabo Dalphins in 5an
Lucas, {cabodoimwrs.oom), O take a
sl Aeren Calatin ane 1o Bahin
Magehalena, where you o watch
gray whales up diose from fanuary
thraugh March, (sermocalafia coml
FISHING: Trophy lsh, espeaally
black markin, are abundant here dmest
any tme of year, as ane fishing vessels for
bime. Tien of the bigoest and best-keswn
[beriets e Pisces Spoanfishing fsoesspan-
.|'|'1I':||l|:,|.4 ol aned Poante Blospeater Sport-
fishing (pécantesportiishing com) both out
of San Lucss, starting around $400 for day
saibs far up 1o four peaple

Hest Chel ™, "Best Dinner under 85307

“Hh

MIGHTLIFE: <an Lueas is knoman far I Fram lop 1o it This ||||.|l|:|l il b
rowady nightiifa, from 1he spring break- Los Cabos, a view of Espesanza resor, and
type crows that drink and danee wntll Cabos Sam Lueas” residant saz lions.

diwn al El Sguid Roe (edeguicre cim), i i
the somewhiat calms, more matee groun . | There, you can snorkel among the schools of fish that crowd the
that crowds Sammy Hagar's Cabo Waba

Candina, where thie former Vian Halen )
sinager shows up o play several times @ | Beach, thanks 1o rough, treachenous waters. Get behind the wheel

feafs or walk acmss the penimsuls o what's been dubbed Divorce

year feahowabocantima coml. Visit the | of a rugged all-terrain vehicle lor @ wild ride through the desert
swwanky opsn ar Passions nightclub at the |
Bdelia resort [ fan o radmdr LIl ki i Y
there an a mecent weekend) where the | €ourse, deemed the best in Mexico. Or sign up for a treatment a1
occasional go-go dancarsstart the | |uwynious spas that abound along the msort cormidor,
party dsdmeliz com). Themn are alss
Iy Koy I Concerls bl oufdexsm in San i : % 4
Jeries tewyn sHuare o many Friday and | traveded to Los Cabos in guaeter lirmes: Sit back with a eodd Pacifico

Saturday nights. | heer, soak in the sun and wait for the marlin to bite. W

Book & tee trme at Cabo del Sols Jack Micklaus-designed ocean

O, make fike great travelers like Hemingway and Steinbeck, wha

JANLARY/FEBALUARY 2009 MI



